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Invalidation and Reform of the National Agricultural Tax System Since the Mid—
Tang Dynasty (766—907)
Wen Jing, Chen Zongjie

Abstract: The three—level administration system, the equally—dividing field system, and the Fubing system were ele-
ments for the strength of the Sui and Tang Dynasties, but the biggest flaw in these systems was that the country must have
sufficient land to control, or it would lead to the failure of the national taxation system. Since the Mid-Tang Dynasty, due to
the increasingly serious land mergers and the emergence of a large number of floating households, the rent system based on
the public ownership of land failed, and the tax base of Tang dynasty gradually shrank. Therefore, since the Mid—Tang Dy-
nasty, the "two—tax law" gradually replaced the "Zuyongdiao system" and became the most important agricultural taxation
system. The implementation of the two—tax law had at most simplified tax items and collection procedures, but it did not re-
duce the amount of exploitation and the burden on farmers, and it did not solve the financial problems of the central and lo-
cal governments, which ultimately led to the complete collapse of the Tang Dynasty ’s taxation.

Key words: the Mid-Tang Dynasty; the two—tax law; the Zuyongdiao taxation system; agricultural tax system reform
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