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A New Study on the Level of the Taxpayers " Burden
under the Two-Tax System in the Late Tang Dynasty

SUN Cai~hong
(School of History Capital Normal University - Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract. On the level of the taxpayers = burden under the twotax sysitem and its economic impact in the Tang Dynasty ,
scholars in the past have had many different views- Quantitative analysis shows that hudou, the twotax burden rate of output
value, plus all kinds of additional items and the twotax grainmoney burden rate of output value has only increased by 3- 8% and
3.7% compared with the early period- Later, because of the price decline; hudou has increased by about 2% In the late period
of the dynasty, because of the defective system itself , tantao of the twotax grainmoney for the government ’s revenue and the
different tax rate between the agriculture and the handcraft-commerce which makes a lot of agricultural population shift to the non-
agriculture, the twotax system ’s role in the agricultural economic development has lessened and therefore the imbalance of
regional economic development is intensified -

Key words :in the late Tang dynasty the twotax system, the level of tax burden
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